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INTRODUCTION BY MARY BEHR

It's time to
chuck that
clunky CRT
in favor of

a svelte,
flicker-free
flat panel.
We're betting
at least one
of these

15 LCDs
will catch
your eye. |

ith LCD monitors priced so
reasonably. is there any reason
to endure that flickering desk
hog a moment longer? Maybe
if you're a graphic artist who

requires exacting color fideliy,

or an avid gamer who demands light-
ning-fast pixel response, but for the rest
of us, flat is where it's at.

Reduced eyestrain and reclaimed
space aren't the only reasons to go flat.
Liquid-crystal displays (LCDs) emit little
or no electromagnetic radiation, and
they offer more viewable area per inch
than like-size cathode-ray tubes (CRTs).

LCDs are still costlier, but prices have
come down dramatically. Even lower-
priced desktop systems can now be con-
figured with LCDs, in some cases for no
additional cost. But if you're not ready
to replace your entire setup just yet, a
shiny new LCD is a great way to spruce
things up. Here we take a look at some

grear offerings in four groups: budger,
midrange, high-end, and the burgeoning
LCD TV category.

The budget models we looked at
range from $329 to $469. Only one, the
Planar PE170, offers a 17-inch screen
the rest are 15-inchers—and all but the
[BM ThinkVision L150p lack digital
video ports. Adjustability options are
limited on these models.

Moving up to a midrange monitor
(those reviewed range from $529 to
$619.99) rewards you with increased
adjustability and extra features like
speakers and USB ports. And if you feel
like treating yourself, the three high-end
monitors we looked at ($679, $699, and
$769) offer 19-inch screens and multiple
adjustability and connectivity options.
Finally, if you like multitasking between
spreadsheets and sitcoms, check out the
three LCDs that incorporate TV tuners
($529.99, $649, and $699),

Budget

HP L1502

EDITORS' RATING 7.2

PROS: Fz
CONS: (

e The standout feature of Hewlett-
Packard’s $339 1.1502 is its stream

lined design. Soft, curved edges comple-

ment rounded menu buttons that
resemble silver Mike and [ke candies.
Adjustability is limited, though; the
screen tilts back and forth a bit, but you
can't raise, lower, swivel, or pivot it, and
the neck provides only 2 inches of lift,
Like most of the other monitors in this
price range, the L1502 lacks a digital
(VI connection, but if you have a low-
end system, your graphics card may have
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only an analog (VGA) connector anyway.

Image quality was good, but only atter
we did a bit of tweaking, changing the
color setting to custom and fiddling with
the red, green. and blue levels to eliminare
a pronounced yellow streak in our gray
scale tests, The problem was less pro
nounced in a second unit HP shipped, but
we still had to make adjustments.

The HP L1502 is backed by a standard
three-year parts-and-labor warranty,
Despite a tew flaws, it's a decent buy for

the budger-minded.

CONS: Co

o IBM’s flat panels often cost more than
the competition's, but they're usually

nicer-looking, better-built, and higher

caliber. The company's $399 ThinkVision

L150p is no exception. The panel swivels 75
degrees to each side, tilts backward 30
degrees, and extends for 4 more inches of
height, But like the other budget models in
this roundup, it can't pivot between portrait
and landscape modes.

The L150p was the only budget model
we looked at that included a DV1 port, but
IBM includes only the analog cable. The
monitor scored well in our tests, with
vibrant colors and especially bright, crisp
images and text,

IBM backs its LCD with a three-year
warranty on parts, labor, and the backlight.
and lifetime phone support is available
around the clock. The defective-pixel policy
is poor, however; the company won't
replace a display with 10 or fewer non-
adjacent bad pixels

The IBM ThinkVision L150p 15 a bit
pricey for a budger model, but it offers good
image quality and an assortment of features
rarely found on a 15-incher.

LG FLATRON L15208B

EDITORS’ RATING 7.2

PROS: Vary ¢
CONS: Lim

o LG Electronics’ Flatron L15208 1s
stylish, bur this pricev $379.99 15-inch

L.CD sometimes sacrifices function for form.

Exhibit A: The ring-shaped base is attractive,
but it’s wobbly and inflexible. What's more,
the panel isn't height-adjustable, nor does it
pivot. It does tlt forward slightly and back
ward more than 90 degrees, however.

The L15208's impressive image quality
partly compensates for these shortcomings.
In our tests, text looked sharp and clean, col
ors were accurate and vibrant, and gray-scale
levels progressed steadily from light to dark.

The LCD comes with a three-year warran
ty on parts, labor, and the backlight. Toll-free
tech support is available around the clock.

The LG Flatron 115208 offers high style
and admirable image quality, but it lacks
some adjustability options.
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